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Phoin oy Foe Took
Skyline CAP's Energy Efficiency Speclalist, Carla Mace (right), presents “The
Consumer Guide to Home Energy Savings” to Orange County's Librarian, Katie
Hill. The book is a how-to gulde for simple home repalrs that will reduce energy
use. Providing this book for use by all of the residents of Orange County's is part
of Skyline CAP's efforts to provide education about reducing wtility bills to make
housing costs more affordable.

Consumption consideration

Skyline CAP working to education
public on energy, water usage

Skyline Communiry
Action Parmership, Inc. is
continuing to educate the
public about how to
reduce energy and water
consumption.

Most recently, the
apency did this by donat-
ing a book to the Orange
County Library. Consumer
Guide to Home Energy
Savings.

The book is a thorough
how-to on home improve-
ments that will help
reduce energy use, thereby
reducing uriliry bills.

By making this refer-
ence tool available to the
general public, Skyline
CAP hopes to reach the
broader community, pro-
viding them with some of
the same benefits as the
apgency's clients.

"We know that utility
bills are a major expense
for our clients and others.
With budgets stretched
thin, we are trying to do
whatever we can o pro-
vide some breathing
room,” said Kim Frye-
Smith, Executive Director
of Skyline CAP.

"In addition to the
emergency assistance and
budget counseling we
have always offered, we
have added a practical
way to do this by suppest-
ing ways to reduce utility
bills, creating a long-term
solution to their affordable
housing needs. In the cur-
rent economy, we know
this meed stretches beyond

our clients so we were
happy to be able to pro-
vide this educational tool
to the community®

Beginning in October
2009, the apency estab-
lished an energy-efficiency
education program with
funds from the federal
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act.

The agency's energy-
efficiency specialist. Carla
Mace, educates clients
abour ways they can
reduce energy use through
simple behavioral changes
beyond tumning out lights
and unplugging appli-
ances when they are not in
use.

Another key compo-
nent of the program is the
energy efficiency kit she
provides with easy, practi-
cal toofs such as caulk and
weather stripping to
reduce energy usage.

Mace has also conduct-
ed several public meetings
o teach abour being ener-
gy-efficient including a
brief talk when she pre-

sented the book to the
library.
According to Mace,

there has been a lot of pos-
itive feedback about this
program.

"Clients are pleased by
how easy it is to create real
savings for themsebwes.”
says Mace.

The aApency hopes to
be able to continue this
program long-term. sen-
fors and residents with dis-

abilities have especially
benefited from the energy
efficiency audits.

Funds from the
American Recovery and
Reimvestment Act expire in
September 2010.

With no new federal
funds anticipated, Skyline
CAP is applying for grants
to help continue the pro-
gram.

"With hard to come by
grant funding and antici-
pated assistance from the
community, we hope to
continue providing this
service o residents well
into the summer and also
intc the fall to help pre-
pare for winter's high wtili-
ty costs," Smith said.

Anyvone interested in
making a donation o the
apency for its programs
can contact Carty Yowell,
Finance Director, at 948
2237 x210 or go online to
the apency’s web site at
wawwiskyinecap.org.  The
web site also provides
more information about
the agency and the servic-
es it provides.

Skyline  Community
Action Parmership, Inc.
was established in 1990,
The mission of Skyline
CAP Inc. is to give a hand
up to those in need
through actions that pro-
mote self-sufficiency.

The agency seeks to
alleviate the impact of
poverty in its three-county
service area of Orange,
Madison. and Greene
counties  through pro-
grams that promote edu-
cation, affordable housing,
and emergency assistance.



