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April is Fair Housing Month 
 

 April is “Fair Housing Month,” an opportunity to raise awareness about the issue.  So what is Fair Housing?  
Fair Housing is based on federal and state laws that protect renters and homeowners from discrimination.  This 
discrimination can be based on race, color, religion, gender, national origin, disability, age and familial status. 
 According to a study by the National Fair Housing Alliance, only 30,000 fair housing complaints are filed each 
year despite an estimate 4 million occurrences.  This lack of filed complaints is due in part to a lack of education 
about what constitutes discrimination.  According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
the key federal agency responsible for responding to complaints, discrimination occurs when one of the 
following actions are taken because someone is a member of one of the protected classes: 
�x Refuse to rent or sell housing  
�x Refuse to negotiate for housing  
�x Make housing unavailable  
�x Deny a dwelling  
�x Set different terms, conditions or privileges for sale or rental of a dwelling  
�x Provide different housing services or facilities  
�x Falsely deny that housing is available for inspection, sale, or rental  
�x For profit, persuade owners to sell or rent (blockbusting) or  
�x Deny anyone access to or membership in a facility or service (such as a multiple listing service) related to 

the sale or rental of housing.  
In addition, mortgage lenders may not: 
�x Refuse to make a mortgage loan  
�x Refuse to provide information regarding loans  
�x Impose different terms or conditions on a loan, such as different interest rates, points, or fees  
�x Discriminate in appraising property  
�x Refuse to purchase a loan or  
�x Set different terms or conditions for purchasing a loan.  
 Discrimination based on familial status is one of the most difficult to identify.  Familial status includes 
discrimination because of marital status or family make-up, including the number or age of children in the home.   
Discrimination against a pregnant woman is also forbidden.  Age may only be a factor in properties specifically 
restricted to seniors 55 or older.  
 In 2010, Housing Opportunities Made Equal, a non-profit in Virginia, performed an analysis of fair housing 
complaints in the commonwealth from 2000 to 2009.  According to the study, claims peaked from 2005 to 2007, 
declined in 2008, and began to rise again in 2009.  The majority of complaints (35%) were race-related.  The 
second largest portion (28%) was related to disabilities.  The Central Virginia Region, which includes the Skyline 
CAP service area, had the largest percentage of complaints (26.42%).  However, the Virginia Fair Housing Office 
reported that they have not received any fair housing complaints from Greene, Madison, or Orange counties 
during the last two fiscal years.   
 If you have been trying to buy or rent a home or apartment and you believe your rights have been violated, 
you can file a fair housing complaint.  There are several ways to file a complaint.  You can file a complaint online 
at www.hud.gov or call the department toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.  
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